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This invention relates to an expander primarily 
intended for use in expanding tubing downhole. 

It has been proposed to use a roller expander to 
expand slotted and solid tubing in drilled bores, and in 
5 particular in oil and gas wells, such as described in, for 
example, WO 00/37767, WO 00/37768 and WO 00/37771. A 
typical roller expander comprises a body carrying a number 
of radially movable rollers. The rollers may be mounted on 
pistons or cones such that elevated internal fluid pressure 
10 or axial force may be applied to the expander to urge the 

rollers radially outwardly into contact with a surrounding 
expandable tube. By simultaneously rotating and advancing 
the expander a length of tubing may be expanded from a 
first diameter to a larger second diameter. 
15 it is among the objectives of embodiments of the 

present invention to provide an improved roller expander 
for use in such applications; 

According to a first aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a tubing expander comprising a body 
20 carrying at least one radially movable expansion member and 

a sleeve mounted about the body and being radially 
supported by the expansion member. 

The invention also relates to a method of expanding 
tubing comprising the steps: 
25 providing a tubing expander comprising a body carrying 
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at least one radially movable expansion member and a sleeve 
mounted about the body and being radially supported by the 
expansion member; 

locating the expander in a tubing section of a first 
5 diameter; 

radially extending the expansion member to urge a 
portion of the sleeve into contact with an internal surface 
of the tubing section; and 

rotating the expander such that the sleeve is rolled 
10 around the internal surface of the tubing section and 

expands the tubing section to a larger second diameter. 

The invention has particular application in expansion 
of slotted expandable tubing, in which an unexpanded tubing 
section features a plurality of overlapping axial slots. 
15 Expansion of the tubing is accommodated, at least in part, 

by bending of the fingers or webs of material between the 
slots, such that in the expanded tubing the slots assumed 
a diamond shape. With conventional roller expanders, 
featuring generally cylindrical rollers or balls mounted 
2 0 around an expander body, the relatively small diameter 

rollers or balls tend to drop into the slots, that is as 
the expander rotates and a ball encounters a slot, the ball 
will be pushed outwardly into the slot and must then be 
pushed inwardly out of the slot, against the ball actuating 
25 force, to allow the ball to move past the slot. The 

circumference of a typical slotted tube may feature nine 
slots, and when an expander is being rotated within such a 
pipe at, for example, 250 rpm, the expander and string will 
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experience a degree of vibration. However, in the present 
invention the sleeve has a relatively large diameter, such 
that the sleeve will not drop into the slots to the same 
extent; the sleeve will tend to bridge the slots, such that 
5 the rotating expander experiences less vibration and 

requires a lower torque to rotate the expander. Of course 
the expander may be utilise to expand other forms of 
tubing, including but not limited to solid-walled tubulars, 
tubulars with other slot patterns, tubulars with holes of 

10 a variety of sizes and patterns, tubulars with purposely 

machined or cast "defects", such as zones of thinned wall, 
and tubulars which have been longitudinally folded or 
corrugated into various forms. 

Although reference is made above to a tubing section 

15 of a first diameter, the invention is not limited to use in 

tubulars which are initially cylindrical, and as noted 
above may be utilised in one or both of the unfolding and 
radial expansion of tubulars which have been longitudinally 
folded or corrugated into various forms. Further, the 

20 invention may be used independently or in combination with 

other unfolding or expansion tools, devices or mechanisms. 

The portion of the tubing section subject to 
deformation may be relatively short, for example to create 
a patch or straddle, or to create a hanger or a seal. 

25 Alternatively, the tubing section may be of considerable 

length. 

Preferably, the expander comprises a plurality of 
radially movable expansion members and associated sleeves. 
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In a preferred embodiment, four sets of 

aT1( , , StS of expansion members 

and sleeves are provided. Adjacent • 

Adjacent expansion members are 
preferably circumf erentially offset 

pmhn ,. y ottset. In a preferred 

embodiment, a first set of two ad-Ue.ni. 

tWO ad 3acent expansion members 

ar l mUtUally °" Sat * "°*< - a second set of two 
members are mutuall y off8et by iaoo ^ 

; cond 7 are — * ~ ently , the leadlng 

sleeve features a tapered ^ > 
elativel y long. rhe other sleeves ^ 
-pered leeding ends . Th£ dw-r ^ ^ sieev ^ 
-rease from the leadlng Md of expanaer J 

particular applications of the expander ^ 

benefit from the provision of particular ™, k 

particular numbers of sets of 
sleeves and members, particular 

P rticular sleeve configurations, and 
particular expansion member offsets. 

Tbe sleeve axis. may be adapted to remain parallel to 
° f tUbiD3 - the sleeve rotates. In 

such arrangement it is necessary to a P pl y an external 
axial force to move tbe expander axiall y through the tubing 
section. Alternatively the 

, . y ' he Sleeve a*™ may be skewed 

relative to the axis of the tubing section, in „ hich case 
t he rotating sleeve, in contact with the tubing section, 
»" act in a similar _ ^ . _ ^ ^ 

induce an axial force on the expander, minimising or 
obviating the retirement to a P pl y an ^ ^ 
advance the expander. T he outer surface of the sleeve raay 
define a contact surface, such as . helical prQfile 
screw thread, to facilitate ^ ^ 
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Preferably, the expansion members comprise piston^ 
mounted in corresponding blind recesses in the expander 
body. The recesses may communicate with an axial fluid 
passage in the body. Conveniently, the recesses are 
cylinders, facilitating cutting of the cylinders in the 
body. Most preferably, the expansion members further 
comprise rollers mounted, on piston-mounted axles. 
Preferably, the axles extend axially of the expander body. 

Preferably, the body defines a leading end dimensioned 
to be a snug fit in the tubing section to be expanded, to 
stabilise the expander in the tubing. 

These and other aspects of the present invention will 
now be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
15 accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tubing expander in 
accordance ' with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a side view of the expander of Figure 1, 
Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view on line 3 - 3 



10 



20 



25 



of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view of the expander of Figure 



l; 



Figure 5 is a perspective view of the expander of 
Figure 1, shown in the actuated conf iguration; 

Figure 6 is a side view of the actuated expander of 

Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is an end view of the actuated expander of 
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Figure 5; 

Figure 8 is a sectional view on line 8 - 8 of Figure 
6 ; and 

Figure 9 is a sectional view of the expander of Figure 

5. 

Figures 1 to 4 of the drawings illustrates a tubing 
expander 10 in accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, shown in a retracted configuration. 
Figures 5 to 9 of the drawings illustrate the expander 10 
in an actuated or extended configuration. The expander 10 
comprises an elongate body 12 adapted for mounting on the 
end of an appropriate tubular running string (not shown) . 
The leading end of the body carries a rounded nose 14 which 
is dimensioned to be a snug fit in a tubing section 11 
15 which the expander 10 will be utilised to expand. 

Mounted around the expander body 12 are four 
cylindrical sleeves 16. The sleeves 16 are spaced apart 
and are located on the body 12 by thrust collars 18 
releasably secured to the body 12 by appropriate threaded 
20 pins 20. Each sleeve 16 defines an internal 

circumferential channel 22 (Figures 4 and 9) which co- 
operates with a respective piston-mounted roller 24. Each 
roller 24 is mounted on an axle 26 pinned to an outer end 
of a respective piston 28, each piston being radially 
25 movable in a blind cylinder 30 formed in the body 12. Each 

cylinder 3 0 intersects an axial fluid passage 3 2 which 
extends through the expander body 12. Thus, an increase of 
fluid pressure within the passage 32 tends to urge the 
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pistons 28, and thus the rollers 24, radially outwardly. 
The maximum radial travel of each piston 28 is determined 
by a pair of plates 34 pinned to the body 12 and which are 
adapted to engage a step 36 defined- on the piston 28. 

Radial extension of a piston 28 carries the respective 
sleeve 16 to a position in which the sleeve axis is offset 
from the body axis, as is perhaps best illustrated in 
Figure 8. The body 12 is profiled to permit such movement 
of the sleeves 16, the opposite face of the body 36 at each 
piston defining an arc of diameter corresponding to that of 
the sleeve 16. This movement and offsetting of the sleeves 
16 results in the actuated expander 10 describing a 
significantly greater diameter than the retracted expander, 
and thus a diameter greater than the individual sleeves 
themselves . 

The leading sleeve 16a is relatively long in 
comparison to the other sleeves 16b-d f and also features a 
tapering leading end 38 to facilitate the initial expansion 
of a tubing section 11 from an inner diameter corresponding 
to the outer diameter of the expander nose 14. 

In use, the expander 10 is mounted on the end of a 
running string, together with a motor, and run into a bore. 
The expander 10 may be run into the bore together with a 
section of tubing to be expanded, or may be run into tubing 
section already located within a bore. The expander 10 has 
particular application in expanding axially slotted tubing, 
such as sold Tinder the EST trade mark by the applicant, and 
as featured in a range of other expandable products 
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supplied by the applicants, such as the sandscreens sold 
under the ESS trade mark. On reaching the location in the 
bore where the tubing is to be expanded, at least the 
tubing nose 14 is located in the upper or trailing end of 
the tubing 11. The fluid pressure within the passage 32 is 
then increased to extend the pistons 28, and to urge the 
sleeves 16 towards the fully extended positions as shown in 
Figures 5 to 9 . The expander 10 is then rotated and 
advanced axially into the tubing 11. The sleeves 16 are 
urged into contact with the internal surface of the tubing 
11 and expand the tubing to a larger second diameter. The 
presence of four mutually offset sleeves 16 (the leading 
pistons and rollers are arranged to offset the extended 
sleeve 16a, 16b by 180°. the trailing sleeves 16c, led are 
similarly mutually of f set, and the leading and trailing 
sleeve sets 16a, 16b and 16c, I6d are offset by 90V270°) 
serves to stabilise the expander 10 in the tubing and 
provides for a progressive expansion of the tubing. 

As will be apparent to those of skill in the art, the 
relatively large diameter of the sleeves 16 results in the 
sleeves 16 bridging the. slots in the tubing 11, even as the 
circumferential extent of the slots increases as the tubing 
is expanded. This reduces the vibration experienced by the 
rotating expander 10, and also reduces the torque necessary 
to rotate the expander 10. 

It will further be apparent to those of skill in the 
art that the above described embodiment is merely exemplary 
of the present invention, and that various modifications 
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and improvements may be made thereto without departing from 
the scope of the invention. For example, the expander may 
be mounted on any appropriate support, such as coil tubing, 
in combination with a downhole motor for rotating the 
expander, or a string of drill pipe, allowing the expander 
to be rotated from surface. Further, while the present 
invention has particular application in expanding slotted 
tubing downhole, the expander may be used in the expansion 
of other tubing forms, and in other situations. 
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1. A tubing expander comprising: 

a body adapted for rotation within tubing to be 
expanded; 

at least one radially movable expansion member mounted 
on the body; and 

a sleeve mounted about the body and being radially 
supported by the expansion member, the sleeve being adapted 
to be offset from the body when the expansion member is 
actuated to provide a rolling contact with an inner surface 
of tubing to be expanded as the body is rotated within the 
tubing . 

2. The expander of claim 1, in combination with a section 
of expandable tubing. 

3. The expander of claim 1, in combination with a section 
of expandable tubing which defines a plurality of openings 
before or following expansion. 

4. The expander of claim 2 or 3, wherein the. body defines 
a leading end dimensioned to be a snug fit in the tubing 
section . 
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5. The expander of claim 1, 2, 3 or 4, wherein the 
expander comprises a plurality of radially movable 
expansion members and associated sleeves. 

6. The expander of claim 5, wherein four sets of 
expansion members and sleeves are provided. 

7. The expander of claim 5 or 6, wherein adjacent 
expansion members are circumf erentially offset. 

8. The expander of claim 7, wherein a first set. of two 
adjacent expansion members are mutually offset by 180° , and 
a second set of two expansion members are mutually offset 
by 180° , and the first and second sets of expansion members 
are offset by 90°. 

9. The expander of any of claims 5 to 8, wherein at least 
one of the sleeves has a tapered leading end. 

10. The expander of any of claims 5 to 9, comprising a 
leading sleeve having a tapered leading end. 

11. The expander of any of claims 5 to 10, comprising a 
leading sleeve which is longer than the other Bleeves. 

12. The expander of any of claims 5 to 11, wherein the 
sleeves increase in diameter from the leading end of the 
expander . 
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13. The expander of any of the preceding clalmSj 
the expansion member is fl uid actuated. 

«• The expander of any of the preceding ciaims, wherein 
the expansion member comprises a piston mounted in a 
corresponding recess in the expander body. 

15. The expander of claim M , Kher ei n the recess 
communicates with an axial fl uid passage ln ^ body 

16. The expander of claim 14 or 15, wherein the recess is 
substantially cylindrical. 



17 



The expander of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
the expansion member comprises a roller for engaging an 
inner face of the sleeve. 



18- The expander of claim „. wherein the roller is 
mounted on an axle extending axially of the expander body. 

19. The expander of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
the sleeve axis is adapted to remain parallel to the axis 
of a tubing section as the sleeve rotates therein. 

20. The expander of any of daims 1 to 18 , » herein the 
sleeve axis is adapted to be stewed relative to the axis of 
a tubing section as the sleeve rotates therein, whereby 
rotation of the sleeve, in contact with a tubing section. 
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induces an axial force on the expander. 

21. The expander of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
the outer surface of the sleeve defines a contact surface 
adapted to facilitate creation and transfer of axial force 

5 between the sleeve and a tubing section as the sleeve 
rotates therein. 

22. A method of expanding tubing comprising the steps: 
providing a tubing expander comprising a body carrying 

at least one radially movable expansion member and a sleeve 
10 mounted about the body and being radially supported by the 
expansion member; 

locating the expander in a tubing section of a first 

diameter ; 

radially extending the expansion member to urge a 
15 portion of the sleeve into contact with an internal surface 
of the tubing section; and 

rotating the expander such that the sleeve is rolled 
around the internal surface of the tubing section and 
expands the tubing section to a larger second diameter. 



20 



23. The method of claim 22, comprising expanding the 
tubing section downhole. 

24. The method of claim 22 or 23, wherein the tubing 
section is slotted expandable tubing and expansion of the 
tubing enlarges the slots. 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 02/40825 

PCT/GB01/05068 

14 

25. The method of olain, M , 23 or 24, eomprising 
stabilising the tubing section on the expander by looating 
a leading end of the stabiliser in the unexpended tubing 
section. 



SL1R.STITI ITP CUCCT /r»i n r- 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 




SUBSTITUTF 



WO 02/40825 



3/9 



PCT/GBOl/05068 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 




WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 



6/9 




SlIRSTITI ITP CUCct /m •• r- ^ 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 02/40825 



PCT/GB01/05068 



8/9 




SI IRSTITI ITP CUCCT /di ii rr <*^% 



PCT/GB01/05068 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



^•-C^SSinCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER " " 

IPC 7 E21B29/00 E21B43/10 B21D39/10 



Inte ml Application No 

PCr/Ufi 01/05068 



According to Intern ational Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED ~ 



Mrnimum documentation searched (classification system followed by deification symbols) 

irt / hZlB B21D 



Documentalion searched other than minimum documentation lo Ihe extent that s uch documents are Included in Ihe Balds sealed 



Electronic dala base consuUed during the Iniemallonal seamh (name of data base and, where pradical. search terms 

EPO-Internal , PAJ, WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant 



US 2 Oil 036 A (COLMERAUER ANDREW J) 
13 August 1935 (1935-08-13) 
page 1, left-hand column, line 54 -page 2 
left-hand column, line 21; figures 

WO 00 37766 A (ASTEC DEV LTD ; SIMPSON NEIL 
ANDREW ABERCROMBI (GB)) 
29 June 2000 (2000-06-29) 
page 30, line 3-17; figure 22 

US 2 600 800 A (PACE GEORGE W ET AL) 
17 Oune 1952 (1952-06-17) 
figures 

US 2 690 783 A (COLMERAUER ANDREW J) 
5 October 1954 (1954-10-05) 
figures 



[ | Further documents are listed in the continuation ot box C. 



Relevant to claim No. 



1,22 



1,22 



1,22 



1,22 



[X | Pa *enl family members are listed in annex. 



• Special categories of cited documents : 

*A" document defining the general stale of the art which Is not 
considered to be o! particular relevance 

' E ' ^'document but published on or after the International 
fifing date 

*L' document which may throw doubts on priority claimfs) or 
which Is cited lo establish the puMcation dale of another 
cHaikm or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•P' document published prior to the international filing dale but 
bter than the pnority date claimed 



T* later docurnerrt published after the Iniemallonal filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
inv e ention nderS,and **** prindpIe w ,heory unde rtytng *he 

•X* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

■Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document rs combined with one or more other such docu- 
P^nts^such combination being obvious to a person skilled 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the International search 

1 March 2002 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

11/03/2002 



Name and mailing address ot the ISA 

E K7° P ooS« P Sw n i.P T ?. e ' p a 5818 Pa'enllaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswfjk 

Tel. (+31 -70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nL 

Fax: (451-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Wei and, T 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Patent document 
cited In search report 



Publication 
date 



PCT7GB 01/05068 



Patent family 
members) 



Publication 
date 



US 2011036 



13-08-1935 NONE 



W0 0037766 



9a-nA-9nnft am 


iftf\7onn a 

lOD/?UU A 


1 9— n.7— 9nnn 

lC—\J/ mm C\j\J\J 


All 


lODo/UU A 


l£— U/— £UUU 


All 
AU 


1 ftKQQftA A 

xODooUU A 


1 9— 07— 9 ruin 
lc— u/ — cUUU 


Alt 
AU 


loOobJUU A 


1 9— A7— 9AAA 
l£— U/— £UUO 


All 
AU 


1 A7 A AHA a 
lo/OOUU A 


i 9— fi7— 9nnn 
l£— U/— £UOO 


All 
AU 


lo/OoUU A 


1 9—A7— 9AAA 
l£— U/— £UUO 


CP 
tr 


114 /co/ nc 


94 — 1fU.OAA1 


CD 

tr 


1 1 >ii cn ai 
114151/ Al 


1 A— 1 A—OAA1 

1U-1U-2U01 


CD 

tr 


1 1 ill C1 C Al 

1141515 Al 


1A 1A OAA1 

10-10-2001 


CD 

tr 


1 1 ililOAO A O 

1144802 AZ 


1 "7 1 f\ OA A 1 

1/-10— 2001 


CD 

tr 


1 1 C1 1 DA Al 

llblloO Al 


A7 11— 9AA1 

U/-ll-tU01 


CD 

tr 


1 1 ill C1 O Al 

1141518 Al 


t f\ 1 f\ OAA1 

10-10-2001 


LIA 

WO 


0UJ7/OO A2 


OA t\C OAAA 

29-UO-2000 


LIA 
WO 


nn*37771 Al 

0037771 Al 


on fti: OAAA 

29-00-2000 


LIA 

NO 


AA-07TCQ Al 
UUO//OO Al 


oa A£ onnn 
«— UD-cUUO 


WO 


0037767 A2 


29-06-2000 


WO 


0037772 Al 


29-06-2000 


WO 


0037773 Al 


29-06-2000 


GB 


2345308 A 


05-07-2000 


GB 


2346632 A 


16-08-2000 


GB 


2346400 A 


09-08-2000 


GB 


2346909 A 


23-08-2000 


GB 


2347445 A 


06-09-2000 


NO 


20012596 A 


27-07-2001 


NO 


20012597 A 


27-07-2001 


NO 


20012598 A 


30-07-2001 


NO 


20012599 A 


30-07-2001 


NO 


20012600 A 


30-07-2001 


NO 


20012865 A 


07-08-2001 



US 2600800 


A 


17-06-1952 


NONE 


US 2690783 


A 


05-10-1954 


NONE 



Fotm PCT ASA/210 fcaianitemHyamex) (Ally 1062) 



